
 

 

 

Mermaid Purse: natural  
Shark, skate & ray egg cases. 
7 species found in SE 
England. 40mm to 150mm.  
Usually black or brown.  
Soak 24 hrs in water for ID  
www.sharktrust.org  

 

Lego: container spill 1997  
Nearly 5M pieces were lost 
when a storm hit the Tokyo 
Express off Land’s End in 
1997. Many are sea-themed. 
See: Lego Lost at Sea  

 

HP ink cartridge: container 
spill 2014 
Lost in mid Atlantic; found 
on NW European coasts over 
a year later. Usually cyan or 
magenta, occasionally black.  

 

Zeller lids: container spill  
Lost off Brittany coast 
around 1995. Printed ‘Zp’ on 
the inside. Foil lining often 
lost. Usually yellow, but red 
and white ones also found. 

 

Bal ^ Ban: container spill 
2007 off SW England. Similar 
to Kinder eggs but no hinge 
and have holes at each end. 
Marked with BAL ^ BAN logo. 
Sometimes found intact with 
toys inside. 

 

Nestlé Special.T tea 
capsules: container spill  
Lost in Western Channel 
2015. Only the back remains 
– metal and foil outer lost.  
35mm X 25mm 
 

 

Nestlé powder spoon: 
container spill 
Possibly made for baby 
formula. Unknown loss at 
sea. 
 

 

Smartie lids: left on beach 
or dropped in street 
Rowntree lids are pre-1988, 
smarties lids are 1992 to 
2005. May be buried for 
years until revealed by a 
storm tide. 

 

Catalogue/betting shop 
pens: dropped in street  
Washed into drains, then 
into watercourses, rivers, 
out to sea and back onto 
beach. 
Blue or red, hexagonal or 
round. 80mm.  

 

Otrivin bottles: unknown 
point source, SW England 
First spotted 2018, now all 
along English Channel. Just 
bottles, no lids. 60mm 

 

Weather balloon: 
meteorological research 
Large balloon, white plate, 
hooks, strings, transmitter. 
Radiosonde: 80k released pa. 
Lockheed: more likely to be 
transatlantic in origin.  

 

Nurdles: lost in transit  
Pre-production plastic 
pellets. 5mm diameter, 
usually lentil shaped, often 
translucent or white (and 
yellowed with age) but may 
be coloured. 

 

Bio-beads: waste water 
treatment media used for 
cleaning water. Crinkled for 
large surface area per 
volume. 5mm diameter 

 

Sewage related debris: 
dropped down toilet  
Cotton bud sticks, wet wipes 
(inc. ‘flushable’), tampon 
applicators, dental flossers 
all block drains.  
 

 

Balloons: released 
accidentally or intentionally 
Helium balloons can explode 
with pressure differences to 
give a ‘tentacle’ effect. Any 
balloon lost or released can 
cause harm to animals.  



 

 

 

Lobster trap tag:  Eastern 
Seaboard US or Canada  
These are annual licences 
issued to lobster, crab & 
other fishers to attach to 
traps. Area code & date 
issued can be identified. 

 

Escape vent: Eastern 
Seaboard US or Canada  
Allow small animals to 
escape from trap, ensuring 
only mature individuals 
caught. Some have maker 
&/or user name/number. 
 

 

Bait pot: Eastern Seaboard 
US or Canada  
Bait enclosed to attract 
marine animals. If lost can 
drift across Atlantic to 
Europe. If unbroken can host 
non-native species. 
 

 

Fishing licence: Eastern 
Seaboard US or Canada  
Used on all fishing 
equipment. If lost can drift 
across Atlantic to Europe. 
Owner, phone number &/or 
boat name embossed. 
 

 

Octopus pot: N.W Africa or 
Iberian Peninsula 
Once lost can drift to 
Caribbean & return across 
Atlantic to Europe. 

 

Sea bean: natural  
Seeds from Tropical America. 
Can float up to 30 years and 
cross Atlantic to Europe. 
Rare in SE England.  

 

Goose barnacle: natural 
Crustacean found on drifting 
plastic & natural flotsam. 
Atlantic origin. Can host non-
native species such as the 
Floridian rock snail & 
Columbus crab (front cover). 

 
More information:  
Adrift by Tracey Williams 
Plasticus Maritimus by Ana Pêgo 
Sea Beans from the Tropics by Ed Perry IV 
Flotsametrics & the Floating World by Curtis Ebbesmeyer 
 
Who to contact: 
EA for pollution & water quality issues: 0800 7312453 
CSIP for dead cetaceans: 0800 6520333 
BDMLR for stranded marine mammals: 01825 765546 
RSPCA for other injured animals: 0300 1234999 
Strandliners for plastic pollution issues & help with ID 
 

www.strandliners.org  
www.cleanseasplease.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Identification of 
important marine debris 

 
Recording of these items found on SE England 
shores enables us to learn more about ocean 

currents, container spills and general 
pollution, and helps us to protect the 

environment 

Images: Olivia-May Collins (except mermaid  
purse, goose barnacles and Columbus crab 

 


